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Saltwells Seasonal 

Friends of Saltwells Nature Reserve 
Newsletter 

Welcome 
Springtime brings new life and an increase in activity at Saltwells National Nature Reserve. 

A great time to get out to see the different varieties of spring flowers that are appearing. 

Read on for news of what has been happening, what you may be able to spot out and 

about and what will be happening soon. 

English Bluebells– a native favourite 
 

Saltwells Nature Reserve is famed for its English bluebells, found in shady   

places usually under deciduous trees, such as in woodlands and hedgerows.  

The flowering period is generally between mid-April and late May but can 

vary from year to year by several weeks depending on the severity of the 

preceding winter.  
 

The flowers are loved by visitors young, old and in between, and also by the 

bees which pollenate them. However did you know that some bees cheat and 

bite through the base of the flower to drink the nectar, missing the pollen? 

Unfortunately the English bluebell is at risk. The destruction of deciduous         

woodlands across Britain has caused a loss of habitat for them and, as the   

climate is warming, trees are coming into leaf earlier which means that the 

bluebells get less time to convert the early spring sunshine to feed their bulbs 

before they are shaded by the tree canopies.  
 

Help us to protect our native bluebells by enjoying them from a distance. 

Take photographs but please leave the flowers to bloom and flourish. 

More information about bluebells overleaf. Details of our upcoming Bluebell Walks can be found on our Events list. 
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Bluebells– English or Spanish? 

 

The native English bluebell, found at Saltwells, is closely 

related to another species, the Spanish bluebell, but 

how to tell the difference? 
 

The English bluebell, (pictured below and on the front 

page) has deep violet-blue flowers (although these can 

sometimes be white or pink). The leaves are narrow 

and shorter than those of the Spanish bluebell. Its stem 

usually droops, with the flowers positioned mostly on 

one side of the stem. The flowers are narrow with 

straight, parallel sides. The petal tips curl back to show 

the creamy-white pollen within. Its strong, sweet smell 

can be enjoyed as you walk along the paths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spanish bluebell (above), has flowers that are a 

paler blue (again, sometimes white or pink) and wider, 

longer leaves. Its stem is upright, with flowers posi-

tioned all around. The flowers are ‘trumpet-like’, with 

tips that ‘flare’ rather than curl and blue pollen. The 

Spanish bluebell does not have the distinctive smell of 

the English bluebell. 

Unfortunately the English bluebell can be pollenated by 

this other species which has been planted in many 

British gardens. This produces a fertile hybrid plant 

which is neither one species or the other. If this        

continues over the years there will not be any English 

bluebells left. 
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English bluebells 

Spanish bluebells 

Tesco Award 
We did it!   
 

After all of your votes at our local Tesco stores, the Friends group has 

succeeded in securing a grant to set up Saltwells Mini-Explorers, a         

toddler group to be run at the new Warden’s base, led by warden Emma.  

Thank you to all who dropped your blue counters into our box on your 

visits to Tesco and thank you to Tesco and Groundwork UK for the grant. 

Our regular volunteers are currently busy developing the Education     

Garden at the base to be used by the group and resources are being     

purchased with the money awarded.  

It is hoped that Saltwells Mini-Explorers will start towards the end of 

spring– look out for details on the noticeboard in the car park.  



 3 

News from the Wardens 

The winter has been really busy and very productive here at Saltwells. We were delighted to host two 4-week sessions 
with young people from the Prince’s Trust who worked hard opening up the pools in Doulton’s Claypit, improving two 
areas of lizard habitat and discovering new stories of the Earth’s history shown in the new geological exposures along 
Blackberry Way, near the canal. They were joined by many others from the community, Dudley College and Friends of 
Saltwells who have given so much time, many hands made for light work of some very heavy, cold and muddy tasks. 
We are very grateful for this help! 

Warm sunshine and white blackthorn blossom now signal to wildlife that it’s time to venture out from their cold hiding 
places and start busying themselves again. This means us Wardens and volunteers have to start changing what we are 
doing as well. 

As the birds start to nest, we stop our programmed tree works that keep us busy through the winter. Tree planting too 
stops, as the bright green leaves unfurl. So spring is a time for us to catch up with other jobs that we could not do 
whilst we were busy with winter woodland work and before we have to dive into the summer hay meadow cuts. 

So, despite the April showers, spring is a bit of a lull between these two “storms”. A time to repair ageing fencing so we 
can continue to move the ponies securely around the wildflower grasslands. A chance to fix paths that have suffered 
through the winter rain. A time to give the nature reserve a bit of a tidy up for the visitors who arrive for their annual 
migration to see Saltwells’ famous bluebells. A spring clean if you like. 

Planting the Queen’s Green Canopy 
 

The Friends of Saltwells Nature Reserve have worked alongside the    

Saltwells wardens, local residents, school pupils and their teachers, and 

the young people participating in The Prince’s Trust ‘Get into Woodlands’ 

course, to plant trees at Dudley Wood. The trees will form part of The 

Queen’s Green Canopy in honour of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee this 

year.  

Around 700 trees were planted, including beech, crab apple, grey alder, 

Italian alder, wild cherry, wild pear, blackthorn, hawthorn, rowan, dog 

rose and guelder rose.  

We look forward to watching the trees thrive, creating a new natural 

habitat to be enjoyed by the local community for many years to come. 
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The Saltwells wardens and the Friends group got involved with the RSPB Big Garden 

Birdwatch this year by holding open events on Friday 28th and Sunday 30th January 

encouraging visitors to join in with the birdwatch. 

New bird feeders were installed by the volunteers  to attract the birds and visitors were 

also invited to make their own bird feeders to take home. Binoculars, viewing scopes 

and bird ID materials were available to use and a running tally of birds spotted was 

kept. Birds heard and spotted visiting the feeders or flying over us included Bullfinches, Goldfinches,     

Chaffinches, Coal tits, Blue tits, Long tailed tits, Siskin and a Sparrowhawk– a great success for the reserve! 

 

As we move into spring, feathered visitors to 

Saltwells Nature Reserve will hopefully     

include Wheatear, Stonechat, Whitethroat, 

Lesser Whitethroat, Reed Warbler and Sedge 

Warbler - head north of the wood to see and 

hear them. There should also be an           

increasing number of Linnet and the resident 

Reed Bunting should be more prominent, 

particularly the males at this time of year.  

Keep spotting and keep us updated of the birds you see and hear. 

Big Garden Birdwatch 2022 

 

 

Saltwells Elementals– Free Family Craft events 
 
 

The Friends of Saltwells Nature Reserve have been commissioned by Creative Black 

Country to organise a series of free family craft events at Saltwells over the spring and 

summer months.  The crafts will be linked to the Four Elements sculpture, carved 

from slabs of oak, which can be found at the crossroads of the main footpath from 

the nature reserve car park. Each of the four sessions being offered will focus on one 

of the four elements featured on the sculpture- Earth, Water, Wind, Fire, and will also 

celebrate what the seasons have to offer in the nature reserve. 

The activities will be free and accessible for all ages and each participant will create 

their own piece which can be taken home at the end of the session. 
 

Our first session will be held in the school Easter holiday on Earth Day- Friday 22nd 

April, focussing on ‘Earth’ and growth in Springtime. Come along to make your own 

clay pot, plant wild flower seeds and make wild flower seed bombs. Further details 

can be found on our Events list. 

 

We hope to see you at one or all of these events soon. 

Wheatear Stonechat 
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We are currently planning a host of walks, talks and events for 2022.   

Plans for April, May and June include- 

April 

Sat 16th April  Conservation group 10am-12 noon 
Fri 22nd April   Saltwells Elementals- Earth- free family craft event 11am-3pm 
Sat 23rd April  Come and See- Bluebell Walk 1.30pm-3.30pm  
Sun 24th April Come and See- Bluebell Walk 1.30pm -3.30pm  
Fri 29th April   Come and See- Evening Bluebell Walk- 6.30pm-8.30pm. 
 

May 

Sun 1st May    Saltwells Hackers 10am-1pm 

Sun 1st May    Come and See- Bluebell Walk 2pm-4pm  

Sat 7th May     Come and See- Walk around Settling pools and Netherton Hill 2pm-4pm  

Sat 21st May   Conservation Group 10am-12 noon 

Sun 22nd May Come and See- Spring Meadows Walk 2pm-4pm  

Sat 28th May   Come and Explore- a longer (6-7 mile) walk around the Nature Reserve  

                        10.30am-around 3pm 

 

June  

Sun 5th June    Saltwells Hackers 10am-1pm 

Sun 5th June    Come and See- Geology walk to the Tubline and Brewin’s Bridge.2pm-4pm  

Weds 8th June Come and See- An Evening Walk in the Woods.7pm-9pm  

Sun 12th June  Come and See- Wet places and boggy bits 1pm-3pm  

Sat 18th June   Conservation Group 10am-12noon 

Sat 18th June  Saltwells Elementals- Air- free family craft event 11am-3pm 

Sat 25th June   Come and Explore– a walk around Saltwells, Bumble Hole and Warrens Hall  

                         Nature Reserves—time TBC 
                                                                                                                                                    

More information, contact details and how to book places will be released closer to each event. 
Places are limited and allocated on a “first come first served” basis. 

Look out for further details of these and future events on the noticeboard in the car park at Saltwells; 
via our Facebook page @FriendsOfSaltwellsNatureReserve or on our website at                            
https://friendsofsaltwells.wixsite.com/home 

 

What’s happening at Saltwells Nature Reserve... 


